
Virtual Mission Trip 
2020



Sus Manos Mission Statement
“Sus Manos” means “His Hands” and we seek to be 
the hands of Jesus in the Spanish-speaking 
community at home and abroad. 

This year seven students from Portland Adventist 
Academy (and one mom!) joined Profe Rita and her 
husband Mike to be Sus Manos 2020. 



We were supposed to go to Guatemala.

Los Pinos

PAA

2012 trip



× Learn from the children and staff
× Fellowship with our brothers & sisters
× Encourage them by our presence
× Engage long-term in God’s mission

We were so excited to meet the children at 
the International Children’s Care home 
“Los Pinos.” We had goals for our time there.



We prepared for months and months.
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We each recruited a Prayer Team that 
would pray for us and the Los Pinos family.



“ For we are God’s 
workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared 
in advance as our way of 
life.

Ephesians 2:10

We knew God was preparing us for His work.



And then there was a pandemic!



Guatemala closed its borders!

We were to fly 
out on Thursday, 
March 19 and 
Guatemala 
announced the 
border closure on 
March 16.



Our long-awaited trip was now impossible. 
And we we so sad.



But Ephesians 2:10 
was still true!

God was not 
taken by 
surprise. He 
had prepared 
us for this.



× Learn

× Fellowship

× Encourage

× Engage long-term in God’s mission

We could still meet our goals!



We couldn’t go to 
Guatemala, but we still 
cared about the children.  

We discussed ways to 
encourage our local 
community and the 
children of Los Pinos.



We told ICC to use the $3700 we had paid 
for project supplies and meals for 
whatever they needed.
Dear Sus Manos,

It is amazing that you are willing to leave the money from 
the mission group to be used where it is needed most. It is 
greatly appreciated. We will keep it in reserve for them to 
use for food and possible medical needs etc. as they might 
come up during this crisis. We don’t know yet how this virus 
will affect our projects or our ability to raise funds. We have 
to put it in the Lord’s hand to take care of the children 
through our donations or by some other means. 

Sharon Fleck, ICC



Every morning we had our individual “quiet 
time” of reading God’s word and praying.



Place your screenshot here

For ten days, we met via 
Zoom each morning to 
share what we had 
learned during our 
morning quiet time with 
God. 

It was great to see and 
chat with each other 
after all the isolation 
imposed by the Stay 
Home order.



Profe wrote daily suggested missions, 
with something to read, a video to watch 
and something to do.



We divided up the names and prayed for 
our Los Pinos kids each day.



We wrote 78 letters to the children and house 
parents of Los Pinos and sent some fun activities.



ICC sent our letters to Guatemala.

Dear Sus Manos,
This is all so thoughtful and caring for the children and staff in 
Guatemala. I will send them all today by dropbox along with a 
letter to them. We send our prayers together with them. I will 
let you know as soon as possible the results and responses. I like 
the photos attached. It makes it more personal with our isolated 
situations. I think it would be very meaningful that they know 
directly from others that they are thinking of them and praying 
for them. 

Blessings,
Sharon Fleck, ICC



Our letters encouraged the Los Pinos family.

Dear Sharon,

[Reading and answering the letters] will be a beautiful 
activity for our families to do tomorrow that we can't meet 
in church!. Right now I´m printing the letters to deliver 
them in each house.  Our  children Will feel so special. Much 
love to Rita and her group. This is so beautiful!

Damaris
Los Pinos



We chatted with 
Huridis, who grew up in 

an ICC homeHuridis now lives in 
Oregon and works 
as a translator in 
the public school 
system, while he 
studies a Master of 
Divinity online 
through Andrews 
University.



During the day we looked for ways to encourage others, 
especially the elderly and medical workers. In the 
evening, students were invited to share via Group Me how 
they had been “Sus Manos” that day.



Our workbook gave us ideas for 
long-term engagement:
Pray

faithfully for the people of 
Los Pinos and for our 
community. 

Advocate

for orphans, for the most 
vulnerable. Stay 
connected through 
receiving the ICC 
newsletter.

Financially support

International Children’s 
Care through sponsorship 
or donations

Support effective ministry

in our own communities.

Support the leadership

of our home churches and 
of PAA.

Be a loving voice

in our church and in our 
school for effective 
ministry to the poor and 
vulnerable in our 
community and in the 
world.



In our last meeting, we talked about how to 
engage in God’s mission in the long term.

“I will keep 
praying for my 

kids.”

“We can recruit 
more sponsors 
for ICC kids.”

“I will write to 
my sponsored 

child.”

You can be “sus manos” too!
Visit https://forhiskids.org/ to sponsor a child!  

https://forhiskids.org/


Even though we didn’t have a mission TRIP, 
God still gave us a MISSION to be...


