What do your AAPPL
scores mean?
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Performance vs Proficiency

Your grades in Spanish class are based on assessment of your performance, that is,
how you do on an activity that we have practiced in class.

Proficiency is how well you can communicate in Spanish without practice. It is your
ability to have a spontaneous conversation with a native speaker, to read something
you have never seen before or to write something you have not rehearsed. The AAPPL
attempts to measure your proficiency.

NOTE: The targets on the proficiency timeline on the classroom wall are PERFORMANCE,
not PROFICIENCY goals. Your proficiency will always lag behind your performance.
(Musicians: think of playing a rehearsed piece in the band vs picking up a new piece of
sheet music and trying it out on your instrument.)



ACTFL Proficiency Levels

Superior-Distinguished

Advanced - Paragraph Level
Advanced Narrate and describe in past, present
and future and deal effectively with
an unanticipated complication

Intermediate — Sentence Level

Create with language, initiate, maintain and
bring to a close simple conversations by
asking and responding to simple questions

Novice - Word Level
Communicate minimally with formulaic
and rote utterances, lists and phrases

IR PuBLIC SCHOOLS OF NORTH CAROLINA State Board of Education | Dapartmant of Public Instruction




ACTFL Proficiency
Guidelines

Advanced Low

Intermediate High
Intermediate Mid
Intermediate Mid
Intermediate Mid
Intermediate Low

Novice High

Novice Mid

Novice Mid

Novice Low

The ACTFL rating scale

ACTFL
Performance Scale

ADVANCED

AAPPL Measure
Performance Score

-

Form



CASLS research question

“How many hours of study in high school
programs does it take for students to reach the

Intermediate-Mid to Intermediate-High proficiency
ranges?”

Source: “How Many Hours of Instruction Do Students Need to Reach Intermediate-High Proficiency?” Center for Applied
Second Language Studies (CASLS), University of Oregon, September 10, 2010



CASLS research findings

“Like other areas of study, what you get out depends on what you put
in. Unfortunately, teachers, administrators, and parents often
underestimate the amount of time students need... and they are then
disappointed in the students’ learning outcomes later. Of course, the
number of hours needed to reach a specific proficiency level varies
from student to student, but our research shows that only about 15%
of students reach a proficiency level near Intermediate-Mid even after
approximately 720 hours of study, which is about four years in a typical
high school program.”

Source: “How Many Hours of Instruction Do Students Need to Reach Intermediate-High Proficiency?” Center for Applied
Second Language Studies (CASLS), University of Oregon, September 10, 2010, p. 1-2



The "Lake Wobegon Effect”

n. The tendency to treat all members of a group as above average,
particularly with respect to numerical values such as test
scores...; in a survey, the tendency for most people to describe
themselves or their abilities as above average.

LAKE WOBEGON

It is OK to be average! In fact, most of us are! That
is what average means.

Lake Wobegon is Garrison Keillor’s fictional town where “all the women are strong,
all the men are good looking, and all the children are above average.”




STAMP 2015-16 (CASLS Study)

Avant STAMP 4S
Spanish National Averages
Year of Study Comparison Chart
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™ 1Yr Study| 3.0 2.7 23 2.6
=2 Yr Study 35 30 26 29
Lchibile 35 39 e 3.8
® 4 Yr Study| 5.4 43 43 41
| ® 5 Yr Study| 5.9 i I 46 4.8 45
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KEY: The numbers 1-7 represent the following levels: 1=Novice-Low, 2= Novice-Mid, 3=Novice-High 4=Intermediate-
Low, S5=Intermediate-Mid, 6= Intermediate-High, 7=Advanced Low, 8=Advanced-Mid

The numbers for each skill are averages for that particular test group/grade and indicate the average level of
achievement for that group. A “2.8" for example, would indicate that this group is approaching Novice-High “3".

Note--average class hours
120-140 per year

PAA 100 hours 2016-17
Average is 110-115 hours
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AAPPL Listening Spanish 1-3-2017
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Proficiency Level

AAPPLReading Spanish 1l - 2017
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Proficiency Level

AAPPL Listening Spanish 3 - 2016
Approx.320 class hours
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Proficiency Level

AAPPLReading Spanish 3 - 2016

Approx 320 class hours
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Approx.320 class hours
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Comparisons between Sp. 12016 / Sp. 2 2017
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Comparisons between Sp. 12016 / Sp. 2 2017

AAPPLReading Spanish 1 - 2016 AAPPLReading Spanish 1l - 2017
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Comparisons between Sp. 2 2016 / Sp. 3 2017
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Comparisons between Sp. 2 2016 / Sp. 3 2017
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CASLS conclusion

Student proficiency is a direct result of instructional hours... Of
course, even adequate time can be frittered away on activities
that do not promote proficiency. If proficiency is the goal, the
question for every decision becomes, “How will this improve
proficiency?”

Source: “How Many Hours of Instruction Do Students Need to Reach Intermediate-High Proficiency?” Center for Applied
Second Language Studies (CASLS), University of Oregon, September 10, 2010, p. 2



Implications for PAA’'s Spanish program

The large amount of reading we do in class is definitely producing results! How does
outside of class reading (required for “A” grade) correlate to test performance? How can
| get more students to read outside class? Weekly home practice readings are so
important, yet few use them. How can we increase that?

My students need to hear voices other than mine, and especially need to get used to
hearing recorded voices. Listening to audiobooks and our native speaker guests are a
good start. Students should listen to podcasts outside of class, especially those who
hope to achieve advanced proficiency in Spanish. Perhaps there should be an outside
listening, as well as an outside reading requirement for “A” grade.



Learning Difficulty for English Speakers

“Many people wonder how long it will take them to become proficient in a certain language. This question,
of course, is impossible to answer because a lot depends on a person's language learning ability,
motivation, learning environment, intensity of instruction, and prior experience in learning foreign

languages. Last, but not least, it depends on the level of proficiency the person wishes to attain.

The Foreign Service Institute (FSI) of the US Department of State has compiled approximate learning
expectations for a number of languages based on the length of time it takes to achieve Speaking 3:
General Professional Proficiency in Speaking (S3) and Reading 3: General Professional Proficiency in
Reading (R3). It must also be kept in mind that students at FSI are almost 40 years old, are native
speakers of English and have a good aptitude for formal language study, plus knowledge of several other
foreign languages. They study in small classes of no more than six. Their schedule calls for 25 hours of

class per week with three or four hours per day of directed self-study.” (Wikibooks)
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